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The Catechism’s Structure 
 

   1. The four pillars of the Catholic faith are presented systematically. Systa-what you ask?! The 
human body has various systems for maintaining life. While they are individual systems, they 
operate together as one body. The four pillars of the faith reveal to us the one body of faith in 
Christ. The CCC reveals the encounter with Jesus Christ and the People of God. 
 
   2. The four systems or pillars can be described in this way. First, God reaches down to 
humanity lost in sin, like God looking for Adam and Eve in Genesis. After responding to God 
with faith, He reveals the plan of our salvation and redemption. (Faith and the Creed). Our 
redemption and salvation in Christ are communicated and celebrated. (Liturgy and 
Sacraments). The new People of God are sustained and strengthened to live the life of Christ. 
(Commandments, Beatitudes, Virtues…). In gratitude for the Father's love and grace, He is the 
object of our petitions and prayers. (Prayer and the Lord's Prayer). 
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Reflections on the Catechism 
 

"The CCC is a statement of the Church's faith and Catholic doctrine attested to or illuminated by 
Sacred Scripture, Apostolic Tradition and the Church's Magisterium". (Fidei Depositum, John 

Paul II, 1992). 
 
    5. The Catechism of the Catholic Church or CCC, was published to serve as THE "go-to book" 
for the Church. One of the purposes was to clarify the confusion regarding what the Church still 
does or doesn't teach. The CCC is a tool to get us on the same page in living, understanding, and 
promoting our Catholic faith. 
 
   6. We're using both the CCC and the Compendium of the CCC. The Compendium is the 
catechism in Q&A format. There is no time frame for completing this series. Receiving 
“information” is necessary, but it is also important to be “formed” by that information. Being 
formed by faith goes beyond just being taught what to do or its doctrinal definition. 
Information is of no use to us if we don't understand or know how to use it.  
 
   7. You don’t specialized training to follow along. These reflections are designed for anyone 
wanting to be better formed or understand their faith. Articles will be posted on the parish 
webpage and Facebook. Parishioners can follow along with the CCC and/or Compendium in 
book form or online. This is not a class, so nothing is required. If you wish to have the online 
versions, follow the links below. 
 
CCC 
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_INDEX.HTM 
 
Compendium 
https://www.vatican.va/archive/compendium_ccc/documents/archive_2005_compendium-
ccc_en.html 
 
 
 


